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Sense of Community 
 

Theories/Models/Bodies of Research: 
 

1. Foundational Study: McMillan, D., & Chavis, D. (1986). Sense of community: A definition and theory. Journal Of 
Community Psychology, 14(1), 6-23.  

• Guide to Psychological Sense of Community: http://www.wright-house.com/psychology/sense-of-
community.html 

 

2. Brandl, K., Schneid, S., Smith, S., Winegarden, B., Mandel, J., & Kelly, C. (2017). Small group activities 
within academic communities improve the connectedness of students and faculty. Medical Teacher, 39(8), 
813-819.  

 

3. Cheng, D. (2004). Students' Sense of Campus Community: What it Means, and What to do About 
It. NASPA Journal, 41(2). 

 

4. Cicognani, E., Pirini, C., Keyes, C., Joshanloo, M., Rostami, R., & Nosratabadi, M. (2007). Social 
Participation, Sense of Community and Social Well Being: A Study on American, Italian and Iranian 
University Students. Social Indicators Research, 89(1), 97-112. 

 

5. Elkins, D.J., Forrester, S.A., Noel-Elkins, A.V. (2011). Students’ Perceived Sense of Campus Community: 
The Influence of Out-of-Class Experiences. College Student Journal, 45(1), 105-121. 

 

6. Lane, E.J. & Daugherty, T.K. (1999). Correlates of social alienation among college students. College 
Student Journal, 33(1). 

 
7. McCarthy, M. E., Pretty, G. M., & Catano, V. (1990). Psychological sense of community and student 

burnout. Journal of College Student Development, 31(3), 211-216. 
 
8. Noel-Elkins, A., Forrester, S., & Elkins, D. (2019). Examining the Relationship Between Students’ Perceived 

Sense of Campus Community and Satisfaction with School Life. College Student Affairs Journal, 37(1), 28-
38. 

 

9. Strayhorn, T. (2008). How College Students’ Engagement Affects Personal and Social Learning Outcomes. 
Journal of College and Character, 10(2), 1-16. 
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Methods/Measures/Tools: 

 
1. Dean Alienation Scale 

Dean, D.G. (1961). Alienation: Its meaning and measurement. American Sociological Review, 26, 753-768. 
 

2. Psychological Sense of School Membership 
Goodenow, C. (1993). The psychological sense of school membership among adolescents: Scale development and 
educational correlates. Psychology in the Schools, 30(1), 79-90. 
 

3. Sense of Community Index 2 
https://www.senseofcommunity.com/soc-index/ 
 

4. Social Alienation from Classmates Scale Revised (SACS-R) 
Daugherty, Timothy K.; Linton, Jeremy M (2000). Assessment of social alienation: Psychometric properties of the 
SACS-R. Social Behavior and Personality, 28(4), 323-328. 

 
 

Other Related Organizations/Websites: 
 

1. Community Science  | http://www.communityscience.com/ 
 

2. Sense of Community  | http://www.senseofcommunity.com/ 
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